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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE IN REACTION TO TERRORIST RAID 

REF: BEIRUT 1318 

1 . FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN MARCH 13: 

Q. IS THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT URGING RESTRAINT ON 
THE ISRAELIS IN REACTION TO THE PALESTINIAN TERRORIST 
ATTACK? 

A. - THE PRESIDENT HAS EXPRESSED OUR HORROR AT THIS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WANTON ACT OF TERRORISM. WE CONDEMN THIS SENSELESS 
VIOLENCE AND SYMPATHIZE WITH ISRAEL IN ITS SORROW FOR THE 
INNOCENT VICTIMS. 

- THIS TERRORIST ACT OBVIOUSLY PRESENTS ISRAEL WITH A 
VERY PAINFUL AND SERIOUS DILEMMA. IT HAS LEGITIMATE 
SECURITY INTERESTS WHICH MUST BE PROTECTED; AT THE SAME 
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TIME, NO ONE WANTS TO ADD TO THE SUFFERING AND LOSS OF 
INNOCENT LIVES ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. 

- I AM NOT GOING TO GET INTO THE DETAILS OF OUR DIPLOMATIC 
CONTACT WITH ISRAEL OR ANY OTHER GOVERNMENT IN THE AREA. 

- FOR OUR PART, LET ME MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- THIS ACT OF VIOLENCE IS AIMED AT UNDERMINING THE 
EFFORTS TO REACH A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST CONFLICT. 

- ACTS SUCH AS THESE ONLY INCREASE TENSIONS AND CREATE 

AN ATMOSPHERE OF BITTERNESS NOT CONDUCIVE TO NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR A GENUINE PEACE SETTLEMENT. 

- WE DO NOT INTEND TO ALLOW THIS ACT TO ACHIEVE ITS 
AIM OF UNDERMINING THE PEACE PROCESS. OUR EFFORTS WILL 
CONTINUE, AND WE HOPE ALL THOSE COMMITTED TO A COMPRE- 
HENSIVE AND JUST SETTLEMENT WILL ALSO KEEP THEIR EYES 
ON THIS GOAL. 

Q. DO YOU BELIEVE THE TERRORIST RAID WAS AS MUCH 
DIRECTED AGAINST PRESIDENT SADAT'S INITIATIVE AS AGAINST 
ISRAEL? DO YOU SEE IT UNDERMINING THAT INITIATIVE? 

A. - I HAVE SAID THAT THIS TERRORIST ACT IS AIMED AT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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UNDERMINING ALL EFFORTS TO REACH A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

OBVIOUSLY, THAT INCLUDES PRESIDENT SADAT'S COURAGEOUS 
INITIATIVE FOR RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE ARABS AND 
ISRAEL. 

- WE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THAT INITIATIVE, AND HOPE THAT 
THE PARTIES TO THE PEACE PROCESS WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS 
TOWARD A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT, AND NOT ALLOW THIS 
ACT TO ACHIEVE ITS DESTRUCTIVE AIM. VANCE 
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TAGS: PINT 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE IN REACTION TO TERRORIST RAID 

REF: BEIRUT 1318 

1 . FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN MARCH 13: 

Q. IS THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT URGING RESTRAINT ON 
THE ISRAELIS IN REACTION TO THE PALESTINIAN TERRORIST 
ATTACK? 

A. - THE PRESIDENT HAS EXPRESSED OUR HORROR AT THIS 
WANTON ACT OF TERRORISM. WE CONDEMN THIS SENSELESS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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VIOLENCE AND SYMPATHIZE WITH ISRAEL IN ITS SORROW FOR THE 
INNOCENT VICTIMS. 

- THIS TERRORIST ACT OBVIOUSLY PRESENTS ISRAEL WITH A 
VERY PAINFUL AND SERIOUS DILEMMA. IT HAS LEGITIMATE 
SECURITY INTERESTS WHICH MUST BE PROTECTED; AT THE SAME 
TIME, NO ONE WANTS TO ADD TO THE SUFFERING AND LOSS OF 
INNOCENT LIVES ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. 

- I AM NOT GOING TO GET INTO THE DETAILS OF OUR DIPLOMATIC 
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CONTACT WITH ISRAEL OR ANY OTHER GOVERNMENT IN THE AREA. 

- FOR OUR PART, LET ME MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- THIS ACT OF VIOLENCE IS AIMED AT UNDERMINING THE 
EFFORTS TO REACH A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST CONFLICT. 

- ACTS SUCH AS THESE ONLY INCREASE TENSIONS AND CREATE 

AN ATMOSPHERE OF BITTERNESS NOT CONDUCIVE TO NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR A GENUINE PEACE SETTLEMENT. 

- WE DO NOT INTEND TO ALLOW THIS ACT TO ACHIEVE ITS 
AIM OF UNDERMINING THE PEACE PROCESS. OUR EFFORTS WILL 
CONTINUE, AND WE HOPE ALL THOSE COMMITTED TO A COMPRE- 
HENSIVE AND JUST SETTLEMENT WILL ALSO KEEP THEIR EYES 
ON THIS GOAL. 

Q. DO YOU BELIEVE THE TERRORIST RAID WAS AS MUCH 
DIRECTED AGAINST PRESIDENT SADAT'S INITIATIVE AS AGAINST 
ISRAEL? DO YOU SEE IT UNDERMINING THAT INITIATIVE? 

A. - I HAVE SAID THAT THIS TERRORIST ACT IS AIMED AT 
UNDERMINING ALL EFFORTS TO REACH A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

OBVIOUSLY, THAT INCLUDES PRESIDENT SADAT'S COURAGEOUS 
INITIATIVE FOR RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE ARABS AND 
ISRAEL. 

- WE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THAT INITIATIVE, AND HOPE THAT 
THE PARTIES TO THE PEACE PROCESS WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS 
TOWARD A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT, AND NOT ALLOW THIS 
ACT TO ACHIEVE ITS DESTRUCTIVE AIM. VANCE. UNQUOTE VANCE 
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